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       ISSUE # 2                            SOUTH FLORIDA WRITERS ASSOCIATION                       FEBRUARY 2017 
                                                                                              WWW.SFLWRITERS.ORG 

SFWA FEBRUARY MEETING 
      
     The SFWA monthly meeting will be held on Saturday, 
February 4th, 10:30 am to 12:30 pm, at the Pinecrest 
Library. The library is located at 5835 SW 111 Street, 
Pinecrest, FL 33156. This meeting is free and open to the 
public. Beverages and light snacks will be served. 

RSVP TO BRENDA ROMAN 
writerbtroman@gmail.com 

For further details 
www.sflwriters.org 

FEBRUARY: MEMBER READINGS 
By Jonathan Rose, Program Director 

     Impress us with your content and delivery. I repeat 
some sage advice: "Selling yourself is the first step to 
[igniting interest] - and, of course, [selling] your books." 
[Jonathan Rose, Author's Voice Issue #7 July 2016] 
     Please do not neglect to RSVP to Brenda Roman @ 
writerbtroman@gmail.com to reserve your slot for the 
February 4th Member Readings by Thursday, February 
2nd (you can always pass around a list at Tere Starr’s 
Miami Poets Soiree and I'm sure Tere would contact 
Brenda).  Am I right, Tere?  Anything for poetry and the 
written word.  After all, that's what writing groups are 
all about. 
 
 
 

 

Follow SFWA on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/southfloridawritersassn/ 

     February is the shortest month, but will be a great 
one for members of the South Florida Writers 
Association!  
     We start off with the eagerly anticipated Member 
Readings, which takes place twice a year with the 
next one in July.  
     Then, on the final Saturday (February 25th) we 
have the amazing 7th Mango Writers Conference 
(plans for which Ricki Dorn may have completed by 
the time of the Member Readings).  
     Remember, these readings give us the 
opportunity to become more deeply acquainted 
with our fellow members - through their writing and 
the manner in which they express themselves. These 
readings also give us the chance to polish our 
material for future presentation to a larger 
audience, for which the South Florida Writers 
Association has already had several member 
opportunities.  
     This year, you will be receiving the "How to Read 
to a Group" tip sheet developed by Steve Liebowitz 
and Phyllis Teitelbaum to refresh our memories on 
how to sparkle when you read (without the need for 
combustible material). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SFWA 7TH ANNUAL MANGO 
WRITERS CONFERENCE 

SATURDAY, FEB. 25, 2017 FROM 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
Winston Park Clubhouse 

8100 SW 132 Avenue, Miami, FL 33183 

$60 non-members   $50 members   $25 students 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
 MITCHELL KAPLAN OF BOOKS & BOOKS 

Catered lunch; live music; 8 speakers; 3 breakout groups, panel 
discussion, and remarkable raffle prizes plus the debut of the 
new SFWA t-shirts!! 

Questions? Contact Ricki Dorn 
raindance3930@gmail.com, or 305-905-5055 

RSVP TO: Brenda Roman, writerbtroman@gmail.com 

mailto:writerbtroman@gmail.com
http://www.sflwriters.org/
mailto:writerbtroman@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/southfloridawritersassn/
mailto:raindance3930@gmail.com
mailto:writerbtroman@gmail.com
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     The South Florida Writers Association 
publishes the !¦¢IhwΩ{ ±hL/9 monthly. The 
official publication of SFWA carries 
authorized notices and articles regarding 
activities and interests of the organization 
but does not assume responsibility for the 
opinions of author’s articles, stories, or other 
materials.  
     Members’ subscriptions sent via email are 
included in the annual dues of $75 for regular 
membership or $25 for student/out of area 
membership. Printed editions are available 
during monthly meetings. 

EDITOR 

Teresa Bendana 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

Evelyn Benson 

Photography 
Evelyn Benson 
Lisa Gunsberg 

Connie Goodman-Milone 
Lynn MacKinnon 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Chairperson – Teresa Bendana 

Evelyn Benson 
Connie Goodman-Milone 

Eva Calia 
Lisa Gunsberg 

 
SUBMISSIONS/COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS 

CONTACT 
sfwa.editor@gmail.com 

     The Author's Voice accepts submissions by 
members via email. Deadline is the 15th of 
each month for publication the following 
month on a space available basis, subject to 
editing, content and other editorial 
considerations. Manuscripts must be in 
Calibri Font size 11. 
     AV's mission is to inform and enlighten 
writers with news, articles, and current 
affairs related to writing, as well as members' 
accolades.  Letters to the editor are also 
appreciated.  

SOUTH FLORIDA WRITERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 56-2652 
Miami, FL  33256 

Tel. 786-877-0136  

SFWA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 

$75 per person 

$25 student 

$25 outside Dade, Broward & Monroe Counties 

Contact: 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR BRENDA ROMAN 

writerbtroman@gmail.com 

Register online at 

www.sflwriters.org 

 

 

 
 
FROM THE EDITOR 
      
     February is the month of love. Perhaps, it is 
the best time to consider the words of Ray 
Bradbury: “Love is the answer to everything. 
It’s the only reason to do anything. If you don’t 
write stories you love, you’ll never make it. If 
you don’t write stories that other people love, 
you’ll never make it.”  
     Get inspired at the SFWA 7th Annual Mango 
Writers Conference. There will be lectures and 
workshops for you to participate in and enjoy.  
     I invite you to attend on Saturday, February 
25th. I hope to see you all there.  

           
     Continue writing and keep 
sending your submissions to: 
sfwa.editor@gmail.com.  
     Follow SFWA on Facebook 
at:  
www.facebook.com/groups/
southfloridawritersassn/ 

Teresa  Bendana 

      
 
                                                                     
 
      
             Teresa  Bendana 
 
 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 
1    February: Member Readings 

2 Editorial Staff/Submission Info  

3 President’s Message 

4 Junior Orange Bowl Creative Writing Awards Ceremony 

 SFWA 7th Annual Mango Writers Conference 

5 SFWA 7th Annual Mango Writers Conference/Keynote Speaker 

6 Conference Schedule/Speakers 

SFWA Board Contact Info 

7 Tips On Reading Your Work In Front Of An Audience 

 SFWA Monthly Writing Contest 

Winners of the Monthly Writing Contest 

8 Photo Parade 

9 The Combat Hippies Are Still Winning Wars 

10  On the Bookshelf  

11 A Road Less Traveled, and Not For JustUS 

 Accolades 

Quotes 

12 Advertisements 

 SFWA Critique Groups 

 

 
 

The purpose of the South Florida Writers Association shall be to establish and maintain 
a forum for fellowship, education and information among writers; assist in establishing 
and supporting high literary standards; encourage and promote interest in literary 
achievements in the community.  

 

 

mailto:writerbtroman@gmail.com
mailto:sfwa.editor@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.southfloridawritersassn.org/
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ά²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΚέ  
- Byron Katie 

       
     Since my first meeting in 2012, South Florida 
Writers Association has been a welcoming place to 
keep my literary interests alive. However, I did not 
know that I would be sharing a message with you 
today as your President, succeeding Margarita Muina 
who had to resign unexpectedly in the middle of her 
term in December 2016.The officers and members of 
SFWA express our appreciation to her for serving 
well, so willingly and always with grace. Thank you, 
Margarita. Losing Margarita was not enough for 
Board members. Sherna Spencer, Community 
Relations Director, also ended her tenure sooner 
than she had planned. Kudos to you, Sherna, for the 
enthusiasm and creativity that you shared for the 
enduring benefit of SFWA members!  
     It is true that I must now move beyond SFWA 
connections with Margarita and Sherna. However, I 
look forward to working with my colleagues on the 
Board and our members in similar harmony.  
     Brenda Roman, Membership Director and Don 
Daniels, Website Director, work in different ways 
(mostly unseen) to ensure that the public information 
about SFWA is reliable and current. 
HTTP:// WWW.SFLWRITERS.ORG.  
     In addition, Directors at Large Steve Liebowitz and 
Margarita Pedrozo-Walling offer their related 
knowledge and skills to complement the ongoing 
efforts of all Board members.  
     Major events and monthly meetings succeed 
because of your support for the efforts of board 
members. They plan various activities with skill and 
patience. For example, the Contest Director, Phyllis 
Teitelbaum, manages the Monthly Writing Contest to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

showcase winners who write in various genres.  
     Separately, non-contest articles are edited and 
published under the careful guidance of the Publication 
Director Teresa Bendana, as the Editor of the !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ 
Voice. Teresa works in cooperation with a Publications 
Committee, whose members include Associate Editor 
Evelyn Benson, current SFWA Treasurer and Past 
President; Connie Goodman-Milone, current SFWA 
Secretary and Immediate Past President; Eva Calia and 
Lisa Gunsberg. What a team of tireless workers! 
Together, the Publications Committee and the Contest 
Director combine to give a face and voice to SFWA on 
Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/southfloridawritersassn/ 
We owe them a debt of gratitude. 
     Jonathan Rose, our Program Director, in cooperation 
with Norma Chew, Communications Director, delivered 
two outstanding programs. On September 10, 2016, 
SFWA hosted a Poetry Slam to coincide with 
Downtown Arts Day at Mind Warehouse. The event 
was open to the public. It attracted enthusiastic 
participation from both SFWA and non-member 
readers. They presented multi-lingual readings in 
English, Spanish, French and German. In November, 
Jonathan took advantage of a rare opportunity to 
present the distinguished Florida author, Les 
Standiford, at the Main Library downtown Miami. 
Special congratulations to Jonathan for encouraging 
SFWA members to reach beyond the limited, physical 
boundaries of southwest Miami!  
     Don Daniels, ensured our continued participation at 
the SFWA booth at the Miami Book Fair in November. 
Several authors took advantage of the occasion to 
promote their work. Surprisingly, only two authors 
appeared in person to engage in conversation about 
their books with booth visitors. 
     Here comes February. Here comes Ricki Dorn, our 
Conference Director and her love of Mango Writers. On 
pages 4 to 6 of this newsletter, you will find details 
about the 7th Mango Writers Conference on Saturday 
February 25, 2017. This Conference is one of the most 
important undertakings by SFWA that bring together 
our members and the literary/artistic public at large. 

Continued on page 4 

 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Mervyn Solomon 
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WRITING   ACROSS   THE   GENRES    

IN   THE   DIGITAL AGE 
The South Florida Writers Association  

cordially invites you to the 
 7TH ANNUAL MANGO WRITERS CONFERENCE 

Sat. Feb 25, 2017    
8100 SW 132 Avenue, Miami, FL 33183 

Winston Park Adult Clubhouse   
(5 minutes from the Turnpike Exit) 

“February is the love month & you will love the 
way you look at this conference. I guarantee it.”  

 - R.  DORN 
 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
Mitchell Kaplan of Books & Books 

We’ll gather together once more to enjoy the magic 
of writers fraternizing with other writers. This year’s 
event proudly promises you a hot, catered lunch; live 
music; 8 speakers; 3 breakout groups, 3-person 
panel discussion, and remarkable raffle prizes plus 
the debut of the new SFWA t-shirts!!  You don’t want 
to miss it!  

Very affordably priced:  $25 students  
            $60 non-members  $50 members 

Authors: bring your literary pride and joys to sell at 
our For Sale table.  

Eaters: regular and vegan options for lunch; morning 
coffee and donuts 

Writers: everything you wanted to know about all 
things “writerly.”  

Students: ask teachers for extra credit for attending 
this valuable learning event. 

Everyone: free parking, free fellowship, free fun. 

Questions? Ricki - raindance3930@gmail.com   
RSVP to Brenda - writerbtroman@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tw9{L59b¢Ω{ a9{{!D9  

From Page 3 
 
     Ricki and her team are working tirelessly to make the 
event an outstanding success. Let us give the Mango 
Writers Conference 2017 our full support by registering to 
attend (if you can) and by promoting OUR conference in 
other different ways to advance the broader goals of SFWA.  
     To all members and board members, thank you for this 
opportunity to serve the South Florida Writers Association 
family.  

     The Junior Orange Bowl Creative Writing Contest is in 
the judging phase. South Florida Writers Association is a co-
sponsor of this contest for eighth graders. The theme is “At 
this, the 100th anniversary of the U.S. National Parks, What 
Can We Do to Protect our Parks in the Years to Come?” 
Samantha Jones is chair and Connie Goodman-Milone is 
director of the Creative Writing Contest. We received 64 
submissions this year. Several SFWA members are on the 
judging panel.  
     The awards ceremony is at Books & Books in Coral 
Gables on Sunday, February 12 at 2:00 pm. In the spirit of 
the Silver Knight Awards, all finalists will be invited to 
attend. The First, Second and Third Place winners will be 
announced that day. Winning students will receive award 
checks from South Florida Writers Association and 
publication of their essays in the Author’s Voice. Books & 
Books will provide gift cards for the winning students and 
teachers.  
     We encourage the support of SFWA members at the 
awards ceremony. Junior Orange Bowl President Charles 
Knight and fellow Junior Orange Bowl members will be 
there. The Junior Orange Bowl Royal Court will add a 
sparkling presence to the awards event. Queen Gwendolyn 
Odin, Princess Celine Alvarez, Princess Bianca Delgado, and 
Little Sister Jasmine Willis comprise the Royal Court. The 
Junior Orange Bowl is a non-profit organization that hosts 
cultural and sporting events for the youth of our 
community.     
     For more about Junior Orange Bowl, contact 
www.jrorangebowl.org.  
 
 

               JUNIOR ORANGE BOWL CREATIVE  
               WRITING AWARDS CEREMONY 

                 By Connie Goodman-Milone 
 

 

mailto:writerbtroman@gmail.com
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SFWA 7TH ANNUAL MANGO WRITERS CONFERENCE 
“Writing Across the Genres in the Digital Age” 

By Ricki Dorn, Conference Director 

     The South Florida Writers Association 
proudly presents its 7th ANNUAL 
MANGO   WRITERS CONFERENCE, which 
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017, 
9:30 AM- 4:30 PM, at the Winston Park 
Adult Clubhouse, located at 8100 SW 
132 Ave. Miami, FL 33183.  
     Keynote Speaker is MITCHELL 
KAPLAN, founder/owner of Books & 
Books, who will address Bookselling in 
2017: Random Thoughts.  
     Mitchell Kaplan, a Miami Beach 
native, founded Books & Books in 1982. 
Located in Coral Gables, Florida, Books & 
Books expanded to its present location 
in December 2000. Housed in a 
Mediterranean-styled building, the 
bookstore hosts over 60 events a month, 
consisting of author readings and 
signings, demonstrations and work- 
shops, live music, reading and discussion 
groups, programming for children and 
families, plus  other community-based 
events. These are achieved in an old 
world setting of floor-to-ceiling wood 
bookshelves, wood floors, and a court-
yard café, managed by James Beard-
award winning Chef Allen Susser. 
     In 1989, Books & Books opened a 
second location on Lincoln Road, which 
continues to serve the Miami Beach 
community today, and includes a Zagat-
rated, full-service restaurant, The Café at 
Books & Books, featuring new South 
Florida cuisine by Chef Bernie Matz. In 
April 2005, Books & Books opened a new 
location inside the ultra-chic Bal Harbour 
Shops Mall, specializing in high end art 
and design books and continues the 
tradition of the Coral Gables and Miami 
Beach bookstores with a full schedule of 
author events and programs. In 
December 2007, Mitchell  

Furthermore, Mitchell is a co-
founder of Miami Book 
International and serves as the 
Chairperson of its Board of 
Directors. The Miami Book Fair,  
sponsored and supported by 
Miami-Dade College, brings over 
300 authors and exhibitors to a 
weeklong celebration of all 
things literary into the heart of 
downtown Miami and onto the 
College's Wolfson Campus. 
Mitchell also serves on the 
steering committee of the 
Florida Center for the Literary 
Arts, Miami-Dade College’s 
Literary Center.  
     Mitchell is the former 
President of the American 
Booksellers Association (ABA) 
and also served on the Board of 
ABFFE, the American Booksellers 
Foundation for Free Expression.  
In 2011, Mitchell received the 
National Book Foundation’s 
prestigious “Literarian Award for 
Outstanding Service to the 
American Literary Community”. 
This award is presented to an 
individual for outstanding service 
to the American literary 
community, whose life and work 
exemplify the goals of the 
National Book Foundation to 
expand the audience for 
literature and to enhance the 
cultural value of literature in 
America. Past winners include 
poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
NPR’s Terry Gross and Ira Glass, 
and writer Dave Eggers.  
     SFWA is proud to welcome 
Mitchell to our conference!  
 

Kaplan went international with 
a fourth location in The 
Cayman Islands. Located in a 
new multi-million dollar 
development, Camana Bay, 
Books & Books/Grand Cayman 
serves both the tourists and 
local population of the island 
with visiting international 
author events.  
     The Café/Bookstore Books 
& Books at the Adrienne Arsht 
Center opened in 2015 and in 
2016, Books & Books part-
nered with the Studios of Key 
West to open a store under 
the guidance of  Judy Blume 
and her husband, George. 
Books & Books is also 
conveniently located at Miami 
International Airport. In 2016, 
Books & Books & Bikes & Lebo  
opened as a Pop-up in 
Wynwood, with another Pop-
up coming  in  2017 in 
Pinecrest.  

 
 

Mitchell Kaplan 
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7th ANNUAL MANGO   WRITERS CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

9:30-9:45 Sign in. Coffee & carbs. Welcome & intros.                       

 Dave Bricker:                                                                                                
Changes in the Publishing Climate: Take an Umbrella!   

 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: MITCHELL KAPLAN                                       
Bookselling in 2017:  Random Thoughts    

 Transition to Breakout Groups 

 BREAKOUT GROUPS   
B1. Connie Goodman-Milone & Jonathan Rose:                                     
POETRY - άPoetry is when an emotion has found its thought 
and the thought has found words."  (Robert Frost)                                                            
B2.  Bethe Moulton:                                                                          
GHOSTWRITING- ά! ǇŜƴ-in-hand session to explore using 
another voice and the author/ghost ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ (B. 
Moulton)                                   
B3.  Dr. Steve Liebowitz & Dr. Holly Schwartztol:                                                           
THE NOVEL- ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ƳŜet in a novel are the 
same ones as those you meet in life; only the names are 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ  (R. Dorn) 

 LUNCH, Music, Network, Relax 

 Ricki introduces panelists 

 Theme: Entertainment Writing                            
Dr. Rick Schwartz - ¢ƘŜ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ ²ƻƻŘȅ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ 
films                    
 Hannibal Rosa  - Songwriting  
Dr. Jeffrey Rothkopf - Playwriting  

 Mark Bonaparte:                                                            
Tech Tools to Plan, Research, Organize, & Write  

 Inning Stretch. Quick walk around room or 25 push-ups 

 Speakers 3 & 4 - Children’s Literature  
Yolande Jackson- Kid writing w/ art  
Beverly Melasi-Haag- Mysteries for kids 

 Jeff Dorn:  Raffle/Prizes                                                      

4:30 Distribution and completion of evaluations. Thanks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

 
 
Catalogue, research, write, publish, market. 
Online, bookstores, street corners. Poems, 
novels, memoirs. Film, song, plays. Children’s 
literature. The phantom of the book - a ghost! 
SKYPE, EMAIL, ZIPPED FOLDERS, TEXT, 
MESSENGER, VIDEO CHAT, ATTACHMENTS.  

Techy is here to stay. 

SFWA OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONTACT INFORMATION (JULY 1, 2016 TILL JUNE 30, 2017) 

President - Mervyn Solomon 305-412-1935 smervyn@ymail.com 
Immediate Past President - Connie Goodman-Milone 305-259-6215 cgmilone@gmail.com 
Secretary - Connie Goodman-Milone 305-259-6215 cgmilone@gmail.com 
Treasurer  - Evelyn Benson 305-772-5857 evelynbenson2@aol.com 
Director – Program - Jonathan Rose 305-534-6125 proseguy@aol.com 
Director - Membership - Brenda Roman 786-564-6024 writerbtroman@gmail.com 
Director - Communications - Norma Chew 305-274-1337 amronwehc@aol.com 

Director- Publication - Teresa Bendana 305-271-6869 terebend@yahoo.com 
Director - Conference - Ricki Dorn 305-905-5055 abbasone@att.net 
Director – Contests - Phyllis Teitelbaum 305-273-5741 ptmiami113@gmail.com 
Director – Website - Don Daniels                                           786-877-0136 d_donald@comcast.net 
Director at Large - Steve Liebowitz 305-595-2338 sliebowitz@aol.com 
Director at Large   - Margarita Pedrozo-Walling     786-255-4262             maropeta@aol.com   

  

SPEAKERS/PANELISTS 
Mitchell Kaplan –Keynote Speaker 

Dave Bricker  
Dr. Rick Schwartz 

Hannibal Rosa 
Dr. Jeffrey Rothkopf 

Mark Bonaparte 
Yolande Jackson 

Beverly Melasi-Haag 

Panel Discussion Moderator 
Ricki Dorn 

Breakout Leaders 
Connie Goodman-Milone and Jonathan Rose 

Bethe Moulton 
Dr. Steve Liebowitz and Dr. Holly Schwartztol 

 
 
 

 

mailto:smervyn@ymail.com
mailto:cgmilone@gmail.com
mailto:cgmilone@gmail.com
mailto:evelynbenson2@aol.com
mailto:proseguy@aol.com
mailto:amronwehc@aol.com
mailto:terebend@yahoo.com
mailto:abbasone@att.net
mailto:ptmiami113@gmail.com
mailto:sliebowitz@aol.com
mailto:maropeta@aol.com
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TIPS ON READING YOUR WORK IN FRONT  

OF AN AUDIENCE - PART I 

 
¶ Bring the microphone close to your mouth and 

speak into it. 

¶ Don’t begin with an apology for your lack of 
preparation or nervousness, as you want to 
project confidence in your work. 

¶ Start with the title of the work that you are 
reading.  

¶ Don’t waste your allotted time with 
unnecessary talking. 

¶ Make eye contact as often as you can. Don’t 
keep your head down, buried in your book. 

¶ Project your voice to be heard clearly by 
everyone in the room. 

¶ Adjust your voice. Alter the pitch to engage the 
audience and avoid sounding monotone. 

¶ Make your voice complement the emotion in 
your written piece. 

 
Prepare, prepare, prepare 
 

¶ Select a reading that will have an impact on the 
audience. It should be short, punchy and 
memorable. 

¶ Allow the audience to feel the emotion of the 
character or scene. It does not have to be a 
complete chapter or passage; it can be selected 
sentences or examples from the book.  You 
want the audience to remember you and your 
work. 

¶ Practice your reading alone, in front of a mirror 
and/or with others. 

¶ Time your reading. 

¶ Scrupulously honor the time allotted. Cut 
passages to fit the time frame. Your time begins 
the moment you step in front of the 
microphone. 

¶ Note where to emphasize certain words or 
phrases.  

¶ Practice pronouncing difficult words or names. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE 
MONTHLY SFWA WRITING CONTEST! 

 
Poetry 

1st Place – Sampson Mathis 
2nd Place – Marina Stevens 

3rd Place – Ricki Dorn 

Free Verse Poetry 
1st Place – Sampson Mathis 

Nonfiction 
1st Place – Bob Jacober 

Sonnet 
1st Place – Sampson Mathis 

SFWA MONTHLY WRITING CONTEST 
 

     For SFWA members only. Only those with 
up-to-date memberships can enter. All genres 
accepted: Poetry, haiku, short stories, essays, 
memoir, one chapter of a book, etc.  
     Submissions must be received no later than 
one week prior to our monthly meeting.  Late 
submissions will be held over for the next 
month.  Winners will be announced at the 
meeting and will be presented with a beautiful 
certificate.     
     First place winner has access to $20 toward 
submission of the winning work to a national 
contest. Writer must show the contest director 
the contest submission form and claim the $20 
from the treasurer within 60 days of award 
date.        
     Submission fees: One article $3, two articles 
$5, three articles $7. Fee is $5 for any piece 
more than 10 pages. Maximum number of 
pages accepted is 20.  Fee can be submitted to 
the contest director at a meeting.  
     Submit to: Phyllis Teitelbaum, Contest 
Director, via email, PTMiami113@gmail.com 
or provide in person at a meeting. Your entry, 
sent as an attached document, should include 
your name and contact information, a title, 
genre and numbered pages if more than two 
pages. Grammar and spelling count! 
 
 

mailto:PTMiami113@gmail.com


                                                                                                                                       FEBRUARY 2017 

PAGE 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

PHOTO PARADE 
SFWA MEETING ON JAN. 4, 2017 AT THE PINECREST LIBRARY 

By Evelyn Benson, Lisa Gunsberg and Connie Goodman- Milone 

 

 

Guest Speaker Ernie Sochin 
 

Ernie Sochin with props for his humorous presentation 
based on his book, When I was Your Age 

 

Jonathan Rose with Shelley and Mort Laitner 
Antique phone 

 

 

Ernie Sochin receives plaque of appreciation from 
SFWA President Mervyn Solomon 

 

Winner Marina Stevens with Contest 
Director Phyllis Teitelbaum 

Louis Lowy and Hortensia Stroman 

 

 

Antique record player 

 
 

 

Members and guests listen to Peter Luykx’s 
introduction  
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Group name: Combat Hippies     

Production title: Conscience Under Fire  

Mission: To encourage public conversations about 
the trauma of war by touring a new spoken word 
performance based on the stories of local veterans.  
 
     The Combat Hippies - 4 veterans of the War in 
Iraq, a DJ, a lighting tech, and a director- emerged as 
a theatrical unit from a writing workshop, located in 
a classroom at Miami Dade College-Kendall campus, 
in 2015. From that beginning, the 7-man troupe, in 
the fall of 2016, received a $100,000.00 grant from 
the Knight Foundation for the Arts. 
     Applicants for the Knight Foundation Award, (of 
almost 1000, 66 became finalists), had to write a 
150-word description of their idea for enhancing the 
arts in South Florida. This group’s strategy was to do 
it through theatrics. Led by director Teo Castellanos 
and backed by DJ Brimstone 127, The Combat 
Hippies are now a group of military veteran 
performing artists. Their core members are Hipolito 
Arriaga, Andrew Cuthbert, Allen Minor, and Anthony 
Torres.  
     Anthony is a member of the South Florida Writers 
Association and was once a guest speaker at one of 
our monthly meetings. That day, he shared and 
presented segments of the group’s first theatrical 
production, Conscience Under Fire.  
     The Combat Hippies evolved from a MDC Live 
Arts veterans’ initiative in which they shared their 
experiences in an original spoken word piece as part 
of the O, Miami Poetry Festival. Featuring solo and 
group work, it presented as Conscience Under Fire, 
which debuted on September 11-12, 2016,  at the 
Prometeo Theater, part of Miami’s DWNTWN Art 
Days. 
     Anthony explained that “the performance allows 
us to share personal stories from our lives and 
connect with people through the medium of theater. 
We can entertain them while addressing social 
issues and promoting the idea of healing through 
creative expression." 
      

THE COMBAT HIPPIES ARE STILL WINNING WARS 
By Ricki Dorn 

 
  

 

A second event, now being planned, has the working 
title of “Oscar Mike, On the Move.” The O and M in the 
first two words, represent the first and last words of 
the final phrase, on and move. Oscar Mike is a military 
term signifying that a particular group unit is in transit. 
The concept of moving represents progress. “On The 
Move” refers to refugees and exiles who fled from war. 
The project aims to share stories from both 
perspectives, as combatants and civilians directly 
impacted by war.  
     So, what about that $100,000? Do the guys just split 
it up? No; it is a matching grant, which means that the 
Combat Hippies must produce equal revenue before 
they can access those funds and they have three years 
in which to do so. Their matching revenue comes from 
sale of t-shirts, caps, and wristbands and tickets to 
their performances. Also, they seek philanthropic 
donors, host fundraisers like art auctions, and post on-
line promotions. The $100,000 grant will be used for 
intensive theater training, including writing, vocal and 
movement training, plus collecting oral histories from 
local refugees.  
     Their community goal is to promote healing through 
creative expression in a theatre setting. They will 
attempt to raise awareness of and prevent post-
traumatic stress and suicide. Their black t-shirts are 
emblazoned with the stark white words, POST-
TRAUMATIC STRESS, with the word STRESS x-ed out in 
red and replaced with the word, GROWTH, in red. 
Enabling veterans to empower themselves bridges the 
gap between veterans and non-vets in the community, 
and to foster healing.       
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Please submit or update your information/published books to the Editor, TERESA BENDANA, SFWA.EDITOR@GMAIL.COM. 
Books should be written by current members and be presently in print. 

ED AHRENS The Perils of Imprudent Writing: How to Watch What You Write and Stay Out of Court (Second 
Edition), Already Walks Tomorrow: A Love Affair, Reborn and Eternal, Ed'sitorials on Mediation: A 
Curmudgeon's Wit and Wisdom on the Perils and Pearls of Mediation (With Joe Klock's gracious 
consent!) 

LIZ ALEXANDER The House of Lucretius (Co-author: Jean M. Bratcher) 

SIMONE ANDERSON Totally Yours 

PATSY  ASUNCION Cut on the Bias 

DON DANIELS  Rhyme and Punishment 

RICKI DORN Strands of Rhyme: Poems from the Real World, Joy of Jewish Holidays in Rhyme 

B.B. FREE The Rescuers 

MARY GREENWOOD, J.D. How to Negotiate like a Pro, 41 Rules for Resolving Disputes;  How to Mediate Like a Pro; How to 
Interview Like a Pro: 43 Rules for Getting Your Next Job 

G.G. HALL Hershey-A Tale of a Curious Rabbit, Trouble in the Attic 

WILL HARDEN Interstellar Advocate 

SHEILA HODGES Against All Odds:  Life is like a puzzle. 

MORT LAITNER A Hebraic Obsession, Healthy Stories, A Compilation of Short Stories & Poems on Health, The Greatest 
Gift ς Award Winning Stories  Filled with Life Lessons, The Hanukkah Bunny 

STEVE LIEBOWITZ The New Professionalism, Devorah: The Covenant and The Scrolls: Book I, Saul: First King, Book Two 
The Covenant and The Scrolls; David: The Usurper, Book Three of The Covenant and The Scrolls.  

LOUIS K. LOWY Die Laughing, Pedal, To Dream: Anatomy of a Humachine 

JEFF LYON IŀƴƪΣ .ƭƛǎǎΣ {ƪƛ .ǳƳ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ 5ǳǎŀōƭŜ IŀǊōƻǊŎƛŘŜΣ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ 9ǎŎŀǇŜκ ! /ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ 5ǊŜŀƳ 
Turned Nightmare 

BEVERLY MELASI-HAAG The Mystery of the Square Well, Bring Your Characters To Life 

ULRICH MERTEN Forgotten Voices: The Expulsion of the Germans from Eastern Europe after World War II; "Voices from 
the Gulag; The Oppression of the German Minority in the Soviet Union 

CARA NUSINOV Unrequited Loves and Other French Kisses 

GLENN PATRON The Accidental Captain 

MARGARITA R. PEDROZO-
WALLING 

Palabras ¿Espejo de un Recuerdo? (Words... Mirror of a Memory?), Compas en la Existencia ς Pasos a la 
Plenitud, Compass in Existence - Steps to Wholeness 

MARIA PERRY Noche Bulgara, Memorias 

DEBORAH C. POLLACK Orville Bulman: An Enchanted Life and Fantastic Legacy, Laura Woodward: The Artist Behind the 
Innovator Who Developed Palm Beach, Felix de Crano: Forgotten Artist of the Flagler Colony, Visual 
Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South. Palm Beach Visual Arts . 

B.T. ROMAN The Deadly Award 

NINA ROMANO Cooking Lessons, Coffeehouse Meditations, and Writing in a Changing World (co-author), She 
Wouldn't Sing at My Wedding, Prayer in a Summer of Grace, Times Mirrored Illusion, Faraway 
Confections, Westwood: Guided by Starfalls and Moonbows, The Other Side of the Gates (collection of 
short stories), The Secret Language of Women, Lemon Blossoms, In America. 

MAXINE SCHNALL What Doesn't Kill You Makes You Stronger- Turning Bad Breaks Into Blessings, Paris to Die For, Spy in a 
Little Black Dress 

HOLLY W. SCHWARTZTOL In A Darkness, Sherry and the Unseen World, What We Tell 

SHIRLEY SELIGMAN Feeling Out Loud 

JAN SMOLDERS Viral Games, The Bridge of Whispers, The Convenient Fund, Ripping the Veil, Alone in Boca Raton, 

Tennessee Tremors, Harvest of War/ A Flemish Novel 

ERNIE SOCHIN When I was your AGE 

SHERNA G.SPENCER Musing Aloud, Allowed; Three Echoes Dancing 

GONNY VAN DEN BROEK Five PM Intoxication 

BARBARA WESTON One SongτTwo Voices 

ASSAD R. WRIGHT The Ring, The Bomb and The Word,   Hijacking the American Presidency: Terrorist in the White House 

JNITA WRIGHT Crayola Psychology, An Apple Falls, Taming The Word, Neighborhood, Yabit Habit 

  

  

  
 

mailto:sfwa.editor@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 

     For much of my life I believed the lack of detailed 
information about the early years of the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth was a major cover-up.  I believed the 
suppression was because it did not fit the “story” being 
sold. Over the years, I have come to believe in a more 
refined truth.  It does not exist because its retention was 
not important at the time he lived.  
     I wrote a book that has my answers to my questions I 
have asked over the years.   
     Written with a love for life, I hope I will cause you to 
think about life and love.  
     Both are precious to me and I hope you have an 
abundance of both.   

Sincerely, 
ThomS 

 
A Road Less Traveled, and Not For JustUS 

 

Book or e-books may be ordered through booksellers  
or by contacting 

 
LifeRich Publishing 

1663 Liberty Drive 

Bloomington, IN 47403 

www.liferichpublishing.com 

 

 

*QUOTES* 
 

ñLǘΩǎ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
learn to write. Let them think you were born 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦέ- Ernest Hemingway  

ά²ƘŜƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 
living people; people, not characters. A 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŀǊƛŎŀǘǳǊŜΦέ- Ernest Hemingway 

“²ǊƛǘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΧ ¢ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ 
postpones the recording of his thoughts uses an 
iron which has cooled to buǊƴ ŀ ƘƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘΦέ- 
Henry David Thoreau 

Contributed by Teresa Bendana 

 

*ACCOLADES* 
 

     DEBORAH DENICOLA recently had poems 
published in Aesethica, Prairie Schooner and 
one is forthcoming in the Briar Cliff Review. 
She is included in the No Names 
Anthology, Slay Your Darlings.  
     CONNIE GOODMAN-MILONE had a letter 
published in the Sun Sentinel Broward 
Edition on November 16. The letter is titled 
“Kindness can remain if people are willing.” 
This letter has a post-election day theme. As 
our president-elect has vowed to build walls 
between us, we the people can still build 
bridges among us. The letter can be found 
on pressreader.com.  
     RICKI DORN will be interviewed on Dr. 
Billy Jones' Every Day Folks radio program, 
airing Sunday afternoon February 5, 2017 
between 3 - 4 PM. at : 
ww.blogtalkradio.com/everydayfolksradio  
or www.billypauljones.com. Call-in line: 
347-539-5372 
     RICKI DORN has published another book, 
Joy of Jewish Holidays in Rhyme.  
     Congratulations to all!  
 
 
 

http://www.liferichpublishing.com/
http://www.billypauljones.com/
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Need Another Pair of Eyes? 

 

Use mine to edit your books, poems, articles, 
term papers and/or manuscripts. 

Experienced and Precise 

Di$count to SFWA members. 

"Ricki writes for you."  

305-905-5055 

raindance3930@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

BENEFIT FROM SFWA CRITIQUE GROUPS! 

PLEASE SEE SCHEDULE (BELOW) AND CONTACT GROUP LEADER 

SFWA CRITIQUE GROUPS 

 Group #1 Group #2 Group #3 

Leader: Don Daniels 
786-877-0136 

d_donald@comcast.net 

Jnita Wright 
305-232-5200 

jnita@juno.com 

Peter Luykx 
peterluykx@bellsouth.net 

What: Novels, Short Stories Poetry Nonfiction 

When: 4th Saturday 
9:30 AM -12 NOON 

2nd Monday 
1:00- 3:00 P.M. 

1st Saturday 
12:30-2:30 P.M. 

Where: Nordstrom eBar 
Merrick Park – Coral Gables 

358 San Lorenzo Ave. 
(off LeJeune Rd) 

Pinecrest Library 
(next to Pinecrest Gardens) 
5835 SW 111 St., Pinecrest 

Pinecrest Library 
(after the SFWA meeting) 

5835 SW 111 ST.,  Pinecrest 

 

Advertise your books, services or products! 

3 lines for 3 months $10 

Business card size for 6 months $25 

Whole/Half/Quarter page Negotiable 

Contact: TERESA BENDANA 
sfwa.editor@gmail.com 

 

SFWA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 
$75 per person 

$25 student 
$25 outside Dade, Broward & Monroe Counties 

Contact: 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR BRENDA ROMAN 

writerbtroman@gmail.com 

Register online at 
www.sflwriters.org 

 

mailto:raindance3930@gmail.com
mailto:peterluykx@bellsouth.net
mailto:sfwa.editor@gmail.com
mailto:writerbtroman@gmail.com

